








GIANT SQUID

Giant Squid

Architeuthis dux
Decapoda * Cephalopoda * Mollusca

The giant squid may reach a length of 55 feet,
including its 35-foot tentacles, and may weigh up
to 4,480 pounds. Giant specimens are rare; 6%
footers are the common variety. Giant squids are
found in all the oceans, but the largest live at the
extreme depths of the North Atlantic, where light
cannot penetrate and humans rarely venture.

The giant squid has eight thick arms and two
slender tentacles. The arms are double-lined with
sucking disks for seizing and holding prey. The
tentacles, with sucking disks clustered at the en-
larged ends, are used to shoot out and grab prey,
pulling it back within range of the arms. The giant
squid has a horny, parrotlike, beaked mouth in
the center of its arms and a rasping tongue called
a radula. Its eyes, among the most advanced of
invertebrates, may measure up to 9 inches across.

The giant squid’s rocket-shaped body has fins
on the back end and is stiffened by an internal
layer of horny material. The animal swims slowly,
with rippling movements of its fins, but it may jet
away with incredible acceleration by forcibly
ejecting water out a mobile funnel below the head.
The funnel is flexible so that the squid can accel-
erate in any'direction and make sharp turns as
well. The giant squid may also eject a foul, inky
fluid that acts as a smoke screen to confuse its
enemy, the sperm whale, which often bears cir-
cular scars left by the squid’s sawtooth-edged
suckers.

Arctic Lion’s Mane Jellyfish

Cyanea capillata’arctica
Semaeostomae * Scyphozoa * Coelenterata

Found in all northern waters and named for its
dusky yellow fringe of tentacles, the Arctic lion’s
mane jellyfish is by far the largest jellyfish in the
world. The bell of this giant can be 7Y: feet wide,
and the streaming tentacles can extend
for 120 feet. There are reports of speci-
mens with tentacles 275 feet
long, but these are consid-

ered unreliable. Typically the Arctic lio
jellyfish has a bell 3 feet wide, and its 1
tacles may reach 75 feet in length. It is
remove a giant jellyfish from the water 1o
or measure it. Only two layers of cells r
the body, and it disintegrates without th
of water all around.

This jellyfish swims by drawing its by
gether and expelling the water within the
Both food and waste materials pass throug
mouth, the only opening in the body, located
neath the central umbrella. The Arctic lion’s _
jellyfish eats any small marine organism that ==
swims 100 close to the poisonous stinging cellson =
its long tentacles, which may be fatal to human
swimmers as well. To capture prey, this giant jel-
lyfish sinks slowly with its tentacles spread out in
a wide net covering over 500 square yards. On
contact, a stinging tentacle contracts to Yo its size
in less than a second, bringing the prey within
reach of curtainlike oral arms. These draw the
victim up to the mouth to be digested.

Jellyfish are among the most ancient of animals,
leaving fossil impressions that date from some 750
million years ago.













Run past a dinosaur...

swim alongside a whale...
dodge a giant dragonfly or snake...

Find out just how big the giants of yesterday and today really are.
Seventy-one of the largest animals of all time are compared to
us and to each other in stunning full-color paintings, all drawn
to the same scale. Fold-out sections open to show the biggest
of the big...stretching out for page after page after page. A
capsule biography of each giant describes its life—and

fate—on earth.
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